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CHAPTER XXV.

LEGENDARY CYCLES OF THE MIDDLE AGES.

I.   THE CHANSONS DB OESTS.

The Chansons de Geste have formed the subject of an extensive literature; apart
from editions and studies of the individual romances, we have more than one travail
a" ensemble, essaying to cover the entire ground: L'Histoire pottique de Charlemagne.
by G. Paris (Paris, 1865; 2nd edn. Paris, 1905), L'tfpoptesfranges, by JU Gautier
(4 vols. Paris, 1878-92); these both repose upon the theory of contemporary
cantHenes as the source of the extant texts. This theory was attacked by P. Rajna, in
his Qrigini delV epopea francese (Florence, 1884), and it may be said to have received
its death-blow in Les Legendes tpigues, recherche* BUT la formation des Chansons de
Geste, by J. Bedier (2nd edn., 4 vols. Paris, 1914-21). In this comprehensive work
each of the Chansons de Geste is analysed, the editions of the text and the studies of
which it has been the subject noted, and the sources probed. The history of the
criticism of the cycle is fully given, with illustrative quotations from the works
referred to; the whole work is a monument of minute research and painstaking
erudition, and is indispensable to anyone desiring a real knowledge of the cycle.
For the convenience of readers it may be noted that the volumes can be purchased
separately: Vol. i deals with the cycle of Guillaume d'Orange; Vol. m with the
Charlemagne poems and the Chanson de Roland, and includes the valuable Histovre
des Theories on the formation of the cycle in general, and the Chanson de Roland in
particular. The other volumes deal with the independent poems. The text of the
Chanson de Roland was edited by L. Gautier (Tours, 1872), and has passed through
many editions. That of Aliscans was edited by G. Rolin, Leipsic, 1894.

II.   THE ABTHTTBIAN CYCLE.

The only travail ^ensemble dealing with the Arthurian cycle is The Evolution <tf
Arthurian Romance from the beginning down to the year 1300, by J, D. Bruce, 2 vols.
Gottingen and Baltimore, 1923. This is a work of most painstaking erudition, con-
taining not only a discussion of the texts, but a bibliography listing critical studies,
articles, and reviews. As a work of reference it will probably be of permanent value;
but the late Professor Bruce's determined adherence to the views of the Foersterian
school, denying the existence of a romantic Arthurian tradition previous to Chretien
de Troyes, and his refusal to examine the grounds upon which modern criticism of
these views is based, largely deprives his conclusions of value. The book requires
to be used with caution.

The Arthurian Legend in the Literature of the Spanish Peninsula, by W. J. Entwastle,
London, 1925, is a valuable discussion of a little known branch of the subject.

For the pseudo-historic section the most useful work is The Arthurian Material in
the Chronicles, by R. H. Fletcher (Harvard Studies and Notes in Philology and
Literature, Vol. x), Boston, Mass. 1906. This covers the whole ground from the
sixth to the sixteenth century, more than 200 chronicles being examined. For the
separate texts, Nennius was edited by T. Mommsen, MGH. Auctores antiq., VoL xm
(Berlin, 1898), and a study on the authenticity of the text, by H. Zimmer, Nenntus
Vindicates, appeared at Berlin, 1895. Geoffrey's Sistoria Regum Britannia* was
edited by Saifaarte [A. Schulz], Halle, 1854; Wace's Brut bv Le Roux de Liner,
2 vols. Rouen, 1835, 38; and the Brut of Layamon by Sir F. Madden (Soc, of Anti-
quaries), 3 vols. London, 1847.
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